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It’s been a rough few weeks. Over 600 homes in NSW have been destroyed by 

bushfires this season, 1300 outbuildings have been damaged or destroyed, and 

six people have died.1 We don’t know the death toll of wildlife, but it’s huge. 

Rainforests and mountaintop habitats that have been permanently wet for tens 

of millions of years have gone up in smoke, lost to the new level of fire 

intensity we are seeing. With them, go precious birds, frogs, potoroos and 

more.2 Hundreds of koalas have been killed and millions of hectares of their 

habitat burnt, raising concerns about the survival of the species in light of the 

significant declines koalas had already experienced due to land clearing and 

logging.3 The smoke blanketing our towns and cities has triggered asthma, 

respiratory and heart conditions for many, with at least 60 people in Sydney 

being treated by paramedics for smoke related conditions. Uniting Church 

disaster relief chaplains have been hard at work in bushfire areas supporting 

those who are suffering, and its hard to imagine how tired and overwhelmed our 

fire-ies must be.  

In other depressing news, more than 200 reindeer have been found starved to 

death in Svalbard4, more than 40 villages in Fiji have been told they need to 

relocate due to rising sea-levels and on the 14th of November, the Greenland ice 

sheet lost 11 billion tonnes of ice, in one single day.5 Oh, and it looks like 

Nemo, otherwise known as the clownfish, is going to go extinct.6  

Each of these disasters is caused, or made worse, by climate change. And 

there’s so much more to come if we don’t act quickly.  

In light of all this, people often ask me where I find hope. Where I find the 

strength to keep going, keep pushing for action and change. I tell them I find it 
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in the churches I’ve visited over the last 10 years who are doing amazing things 

for the environment.  

--- 

(show pictures) 

Churches like St Luke’s Highton in Geelong, who run an incredible repair café, 

where you can get clothes, furniture and even electrics repaired. Or Port 

Melbourne Uniting Church, who run an annual skills fest, bringing together 

people with skills and those who would like to learn. Like sewing – I, and many 

of my peers, never got to learn at school, but our churches are full of people 

who did, or who have those skills – so why not bring old and young together 

around learning how to make things? 

Or Neutral Bay Uniting Church, who have used what is actually quite a small 

space to create a thriving community garden, complete with labyrinth, fragrance 

garden and a passionfruit tunnel.  

Permaculture gardens like Nightcliff UC.  

Or this community garden in WA, which the rector once told me she believes 

has saved at least five lives, by bringing together isolated and lonely people and 

giving them somewhere to belong.  

Or the Swan View UC community garden, where every bed is made from 

recycled materials, like old baths, fridges and bottles.  

Churches like Quakers Hill who host toy libraries, and the many churches with 

little street libraries.  

Churches like Tuggeranong UC, and Canberra City UC, who hold sustainability 

festivals and seminars on creation care, and who speak up for the environment 

and the need for action on climate change.  

Churches like St Margaret’s in Canberra, who are working towards becoming 

carbon neutral.  

Churches with solar crosses on their rooves, like O’Connor and Tecoma UC – 

powered by the son/sun.  

Or the Brunswick UC Food Co-Op, giving people access to environmentally 

friendly produce and products.  

Or St John’s Cathedral with their chickens and bees.  



Or churches like Terrigal UC and Charlestown Anglican, working to restore the 

bushland on or near their properties.  

All of the churches who have won awards in the Five Leaf Eco-Awards 

program.  

And especially churches like St George’s in Eden, now one of the greenest 

churches in Australia, but this is how it begun: “We started with enormous faith 

– and no garden tools or money to buy them. On the first day it rained and only 

one person turned up, Roger. As it happened he was an artist and designed our 

sign. And everything happened from there…” 

 

--- 

The work these churches have done is remarkable precisely because it wasn’t 

easy. Often they have achieved what they have because of just one or two 

people who wouldn’t give up. Who worked tirelessly to build up a vision of 

how their church could connect with their community and care for God’s 

creation. These incredible people have been led by the Holy Spirit to understand 

the centrality of caring for the environment to our faith, and to being disciples 

of Jesus in a time of ecological destruction and climate change. And they have 

seen, as I do, the hope that our churches could be offering others at this time.  

You see, the other place I find real hope is the Basis of Union (and yes, I’m sure 

that makes me a whole new level of giant nerd). But I love the Basis because in 

paragraph 3 it tells us that the purpose of the church is to work towards God’s 

goal for the world – the reconciliation and renewal of all creation. That beautiful 

vision of peace we read today in Isaiah 11? It’s our job to help the world 

towards that. It’s going to be a lot of work, of course, but this is part of what it 

means to be people of the Good News. We have to help people find hope, when 

there is no hope.  

How? I believe God gives us hope by calling us to action. As God’s hands and 

feet in the world, we have to act, and to be the changes God wants in the world. 

Like the churches I told you about, we have to see the broken things in our 

society and show that there are alternatives, that there are ways out. When our 

economic system reduces people to nothing more than consumers, or units of 

production, we have to say that instead they are beloved and blessed children of 

God and help them to reclaim that. When people and planet are hurt by our 

carbon miles, we have to support our local farmers and build community 



gardens. When everything we buy is designed to fail and be thrown away, we 

have to build repair cafes, skills fests and op shops.  

The mission of our churches, the very nature of our communities, are counter-

cultural. We remind the world that there are values other than money, that not 

everything has a price, and that we are who we are because of others – we are 

not individual islands. We remind them that nature is good in and of itself, and 

has a right to exist and be protected.  

We need to embrace this part of our identity. Australians are calling out for 

community. Calling out for meaning. Calling out for hope. If we can show them 

authentic and purpose-filled ways of living sustainably, caring for creation and 

fighting climate change – if we can give them real hope, imagine how they 

might finally flock to us.  Yes, Australians don’t trust religion at the moment – 

with good reason. But look at our history and see the opportunity we have- the 

last big boom in Australian church attendance came just after WW2 – when 

people were desperately looking for meaning. They are looking for it again 

today – they just don’t believe the church can help them find it. It’s time for us 

to show them we can.  

We’re actually living in a pretty Advent-y moment. Waiting in darkness and 

desperation, our society longs for light and hope to come into the world. God’s 

call to care for creation, if lived deeply and authentically in the church, could be 

that hope, could pave the way to a new future.  

To find this hope, first we have to act. The incredible and prophetic young 

leader Greta Thunberg, who started the school strike for climate movement just 

over a year ago has reminded us:  

"We do need hope—of course, we do. But the one thing we need more than 

hope is action. Once we start to act, hope is everywhere. 

So instead of looking for hope, look for action. Then, and only then, hope will 

come.”  

The Uniting Church is beginning to take this call seriously. As well as the individual 

churches I mentioned earlier, in July we passed a Synod resolution to reduce our 

own emissions as a whole church, advocate to government for real action and 

support the climate initiatives of our young people – like the climate strikes. On 

Tuesday 10th, we will be having a big meeting to discuss our climate strategy, and to 

invite people to join task groups to help us do the work of reducing our emissions. 

This will give us the integrity to speak even more strongly to governments of all 



levels about the changes needed. If you are passionate about taking action, please 

join one of our task groups. And stay tuned for the next climate strike date, when we 

will be asking you all to stand up with your children and grandchildren to protect 

their futures.  

The Christmas story tells us that Jesus loved this world so much he chose to 

become part of it. Chose to become a flesh and blood creature like you and me. 

Now we are called in these dark days to be a guide for our creation, and our 

society. To light the way into a better, more sustainable, more caring, more 

hopeful future. Will you join in? 


