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Meeting with Your MP
Top Tips from Training!
MEETINGS

1

Arranging a Meeting
Call the electorate office
Follow up with an email (or vice versa)
Be polite and persistent – stay on their agenda
Emphasise you are a local – MPs often have days dedicated to constituent meetings
Make friends with the office staff
Who do you know that could help you get a meeting?
Let us know if you need a hand

2

Assemble a Team
Someone who speaks to interests
Trusted messenger
Person who is impacted
Local constituent
3-4 people
Let us know if you need a hand connecting with people for the meeting or help with
background on your MP.

3

Prepare the Meeting
Research about the MP
Create aims of the meeting
Decide roles of people in the meeting
Create a meeting plan
Meet beforehand to prepare
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4

Meeting Strategy 101

Do
Stay focused on the meeting plan
Build connection with MP where you can
Do KISS (Keep It Super Simple)
Stick to values, stay respectful
Don’t
Get into party politics
Get into arguments
Be put off if the meeting gets interrupted
Forget to ask for a photo!

CONVERSATIONS

5

Motivators for Change
Facts don’t change people’s minds
Issue and Values are motivators for change
Issues are the things people care deeply about
Values underpin the choices we make and the actions we take.
We can be motivated by a wide-range of sometimes contradictory values but we
can’t be motivated by contradictory values at the same time

6

Relational Conversations
Active Listening
Open questions
Connect on values
Find out what the other person cares about
See where we might work together
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Conversations for Change
Be curious
Start with values
Ask, don't tell (Open questions)
Active listening (70:30)
Acknowledge - Their experience is their experience
Hope (Vision + Plan + Action)

8

MP Climate Conversations
Follow the plan
Stick to your role
Stay with values
Be curious

9

Handling Objections - LEAP

Listen
Active listening skills.
Explore
What does the objection mean, is it the real concern a person has or a deflection?
Acknowledge
Show you have heard and understood what they’ve said.
Propose a way forward
Move the conversation upwards, to connect with purpose.
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Meeting with Your MP
Agenda
Date & Time
Duration (e.g. 30 minutes)
What to bring:
Something to leave behind with the MP that will help summarise your conversation.
You might also like to leave your business cards or campaign collateral
Attendees:
Names of all people in the meeting delegation
In assembling your delegation (of 3-4 people ideally), look for people who can:
Speak to the MP’s interests e.g. community leader, business owner
Is a trusted messenger e.g. local doctor, church minister
Person who is impacted (reminder: that’s all of us, but try to find a diverse range
of experiences and perspectives)
Show they are a local constituent (have your suburb/postcode upfront)
MP Meeting Reactions/Outcomes:
Here is a chance for you to list what you hope to achieve from the meeting. Some
suggestionsBuild a public relationship between you/your organisation and MP
MP to view your delegation as informed, reasonable and worth listening to
MP, if supportive, to advise on what it would take for them and other MPs to
support further action on climate
To interest MP in meeting with you again or introducing you to others
MP to feel the relevance, diversity and power of your stories and for this to help
inform them in their decision making
MPs feels and hears that this issue is relevant to their electorate
If not supportive, MP will at least walk away with a new perspective and
resources and recognition of your delegation
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Agenda
Below you will divide up and delegate the main sections of your agenda and time so
each part will fit within your allocated time with the MP
1.Introductions - All (XX mins)
-Here each person will share who they are, where they are from and what they do for
work. People who are from the electorate should name the suburb. The first person
to speak might be the one who organised the meeting or a community leader that
speaks to the MPs interests.
-Possible script: Thank you for meeting with us today [MP’s name].Before we begin,
we’d like you to know who each of us is and what we are here to talk to you about.
- [MP’s name], my name is XXXX and my family are residents of Guildford West in
your electorate. I work in the advocacy team at Uniting; the social services arm of the
Uniting Church in NSW.ACT. I attend the local congregation [name the Church] and
my son is enrolled at the local preschool [name the institution]. I’m also an active
member of [community group]. We are here to speak to you about the Uniting
Church’s work on climate change and why climate action matters to us and this
electorate. I’m here because, as a mother, I want a bright and prosperous future for
my son and his children and so forth and I believe that we must act on climate NOW
to ensure this.
-Each participant should then introduce themselves. Remember to share who you
are, where you come from, what groups/communities you represent and why you
care about this issue. Keep it short and snappy! Practice
2. Why is the Uniting Church acting on climate and what have we already done?
(Name , XX mins)
-Here’s a chance to talk about the Uniting Church climate strategy and resolutions.
-You should also talk about what the Synod, your congregation, Uniting, or your
household has already done. We’re showing the MP here that we are leading by
example; ‘we’re walking the walk’ and not just ‘talking the talk’.
-If there’s a UC Minister in the meeting – have them speak about what the Synod or
congregation is doing. Otherwise, anyone else could do this.
-Talk about why the Uniting Church believes we should act on climate
-Explain the main election asks from the Uniting Church campaign for climate - e.g.
action before 2030
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3.Why is this issue important to you? What stories can you share? Names (XX
mins)
2 or 3 people could lead this section
Here’s an opportunity to do 2 things:
1. Remind the MP that people in their electorate care deeply about this issue. What
are the values you hold close that drive you to want action on climate? These
could be opportunity, safety, freedom, harmony, unity, empathy etc. For
example: I care and love my neighbours, as I love myself. Many people in our
congregation who come from the Pacific region have relatives whose livelihoods
and homes are under threat at this very moment. My love for them means I also
feel and care about their suffering and want you to take adequate action to help
them.
2. Share some diverse and concrete stories about how people in the electorate are
experiencing the impacts of climate change first hand. Make sure the stories are
very well prepared, hit all the key points and are well timed. A good story is a
short and snappy one! For example: I’m a mother in Western Sydney and last
summer I had to keep my young children indoors most days due to the terrible
heat and smoke pollution. I can see the impact this had on them and their
behaviour. They were frustrated and I felt anxious. What’s worse is that I can
barely afford to keep the air conditioning going every day because of the price of
electricity. I can only see this situation getting worse each summer – particularly
here in Western Sydney- if your Government won’t take action on climate change
now.

4.Asks for your MP. What do you want the Government to do? - Name (XX mins)
This is a chance to put your asks to your MP and re-affirm your position on the need
for action before 2030.
Possible script: We’re keen to hear your thoughts on this issue and if you support
immediate action on climate. What are you committing to do before 2030?
If the MP seems supportive, you might ask them who else you should be talking to.
Ask how you can work together to make change happen.
If not receptive to the 2030 goal, ask them to clarify. Ask them what might get them
and others over the line.
A member of the delegation might like to request a follow up meeting or invite them
to their congregation for further discussions.
BEFORE YOU LEAVE: Thank the MP for meeting with you and request a photo.
Don’t forget to leave behind your business cards and any relevant documents!
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Meeting with Your MP
Possible Challenges
Sometimes meeting with a local MP don't go completely smoothly. Think of your own
conversations with family, friends or at church. Disagreements over anything from
personal preferences to deeper concerns (like climate change) are a common
experience in life. So, it won’t be unexpected and will be quite normal for some
challenges to occur in a meeting with your MP.
We can think of these challenges, as hurdles - barriers we want to navigate over, rather
than crash into or be tripped up by.
It can be useful to anticipate what these might be, rather than be taken by surprise
when they occur. Good planning and preparation can assist you to deal with challenges
if and when they occur. This includes:
Having a clear meeting plan that outlines who from your group will speak about
what and for how long.
Knowing what in your meeting plan you will prioritise if your time is cut short e.g.
why you care, a compelling story and your key asks
Having a group spokesperson- someone used to leading meetings, who can deal
with distractions and politely but firmly keeps things on track
Doing some homework on your MP to get an idea of their views and position
beforehand- this might help you anticipate some obstacles
Challenges can be of two main types: behavioural issues/circumstances and ideological
objections.

1

Your MP talks too much

Your MP speaks too much and is not allowing you time to talk (this could be sharing
their own views on the issue, telling stories or more innocuous, but irrelevant, chatting)
Acknowledge what the MP is saying. Affirm your reasons for wanting to meet and
that the MP’s time is short. Segue to your next speaker.
Say something like: “Those are interesting/important points. We know you have
limited time and we really want cover our main concerns, so let me ask X to say why
we have asked to meet with you today”
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2

Your Meeting is Cut Short
Plan for this ahead of your meeting.
Decide on the top things you MUST cover in your meeting.
Agree on who will lead any changes to your meeting plan.
Ask for a follow up meeting to cover any topics you missed out on.

3

The MP suddenly becomes unavailable but you can meet with
their staff.
Go ahead with your meeting plan.
Ask for a follow-up meeting with the MP

Values / Ideological Objections
The LEAP framework is a useful tool here.
Listen
Active listening skills.
Explore
What does the objection mean, is it the real concern a person has or a deflection?
Acknowledge
Show you have heard and understood what they’ve said.
Propose a way forward
Move the conversation upwards, to connect with our meeting purpose.

4

The MP just keeps referring back to the party policy platform
and won’t engage in more open discussion on the issues

Eg We are not going to impose any mandates on the Australian people
Explore
"What concerns you about mandates?'
Acknowledge
"Encouraging and supporting people as we take action for climate is really important"
Propose a way forward
"How might we take the action needed on climate and also support people through the
changes we need?
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Eg We are not going to take steps that lose jobs in the coal industry
Acknowledge
"We agree jobs are so important in action on climate"
Propose a way forward
"How might we take the action needed on climate and also support people through the
changes we need?

5

The MP is dismissive of different views on the topic

Eg The impacts of climate change are overstated
Explore
"What have you heard other people saying about climate change?"
Acknowledge
"I've heard some of those things too"
Propose a way forward
"For me, caring for Creation means that I have to trust what almost all of the scientists
say about needed to act on climate change. What sort of climate change policies do you
think you could support?"

6

The MP has a favourite solution (e.g nuclear power, carbon
capture and storage)

Explore
"What interests you about nuclear power?' (NB careful about opening up a long speech
about the virtues of their pet solution, we have a limited meeting time)
Acknowledge
"I can hear your really interested in solutions to climate change"
Propose a way forward
"What other kinds of solutions would you consider supporting?"
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The Foundation of the Uniting
Church’s Concern for the Natural
Environment and the Challenge of
Global Warming

The Uniting Church’s
commitment to the wellbeing of the environment
arises out of its belief that
God is the Creator of the
world in which we live and
move and have our being.
This ‘groaning’ creation is
God’s ‘good’ creation.
(Fifteenth Assembly, 2018) 1
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The Uniting Church’s commitment to the environment and concerns over global
warming and resulting harmful climate change, arise from two foundational
Christian beliefs. The first is that God is the Creator of this world and all its life. In
the beginning God pronounced this creation as “good”, which bestows upon it and
all life an inherent worth. And while this world now “groans in travail” (Romans
8:22), often because of the abuse and exploitation of the natural world by human
beings, it is still beautiful and valuable in itself. The second foundational belief
relates to, as described in the Basis of Union, “…. that coming reconciliation and
renewal which is the end in view for the whole creation”. And it goes on to say,
“The Church’s call is to serve that end….”[2]
The Uniting Church believes that the world has intrinsic value that goes beyond its
usefulness to human beings. [3,4]. The world and all its life are beloved by God and
so worthy of the deepest respect and care. More than that, the Uniting Church
understands that God’s will for the world is not that it be ruined and destroyed by
the folly of human beings, but that it be transformed as part of the reconciliation and
renewal of all things, which is God’s ultimate purpose for the creation. Therefore,
every act to safeguard the integrity of the world and its life in this present time has
merit and no such action can be dismissed as meaningless or ultimately futile (1 Cor
15:58). The whole world will share in the liberation and transformation God intends
for God’s human creatures (Romans 8:21).
In this time, after creation and before the final reconciliation and renewal of all
things, our Church believes God calls us into a special relationship with the rest of
creation. Our understanding of this relationship is developing [5]. It includes our Godgiven responsibility to care for and protect the earth and its creatures. But it goes
beyond that to recognise our fundamental mutuality and interdependence with all of
life and the earth itself [5] – all of life is in some way our neighbour whom we are to
love as we love ourselves. We are to love God, our human neighbours and God’s nonhuman creation as well.
Concern for all God’s creation and our earthly home is a result of our faith and
theology, but it is informed by science. As the Basis of Union states, [2] “..the Uniting
Church enters into the inheritance of literary, historical and scientific enquiry …..and
gives thanks for the knowledge of God’s ways with humanity which are open to an
informed faith”. The overwhelming scientific consensus is that global warming, if not
adequately addressed, poses very significant threats to human beings and other life
on the planet [6]. An urgent response is required by these circumstances. Such action
is consistent with Christian hope, by which we are called to be active participants in
God’s mission and purpose. As the theologian Jurgen Moltmann has written, “A
theology of hope is a theology of combatants and not of onlookers” [7]. It is these
convictions that cause us to make the following appeals to our political leaders for
our nation’s response to the challenge of global warming

13

Our Response to Global
Warming: What the Uniting
Church is Calling For.
OUR CONCERNS
The Uniting Church takes seriously our human responsibility to care for the whole of
creation now, and for future generations. As God’s creation we value the natural world
for its own sake, not only for its material benefit to humans [3].
Our church accepts the clear evidence, based on the best scientific knowledge, that
global warming poses a serious and growing threat to the world and all its life, which
requires a decisive and urgent response [6].
While global warming poses an enormous challenge, it also provides our nation (and all
nations) with an historic opportunity to transition to a more sustainable and equitable
future based on renewable energy.8
Our Federal government has a dual responsibility both to keep our nation and its
inhabitants safe, and, as far as is possible, ensure its prosperity and the opportunity for
all its citizens to flourish. We also have responsibilities to ensure climate justice for our
global neighbours, particularly our near Pacific neighbours [9, 10].

WHAT WE ARE URGING OUR FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO DO
The Uniting Church, Synod of NSW and the ACT calls on the Australian government to
take the same far-sighted, science informed approach to tackling climate as was taken
for COVID 19, and lead an urgent, orderly and planned transition away from fossil fuels
to an economy and society based on renewable energy [9-11]. We have already
experienced some of the negative affects of global warming and do not have the luxury
of time to delay.
This will require:
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1

Decisive action to reduce Australia's green house gas emissions
including
Setting national emissions reductions targets of at least 65% of 2005 levels by 2030
[12].
The immediate cessation of new coal or gas mines or other means of extraction
[10,11,13]
The immediate cessation of new coal or gas-fired power plants [3,11,13]

2

A purposeful and well supported transition to an economy and
society based on renewable energy, including: [6,9-11,13]
Rapidly scaling up the necessary policies, investment and infrastructure to
transition to a carbon neutral economy and ultimately one based on 100%
renewable energy
Supporting and investing in a renewables-based post COVID recovery that creates
new employment opportunities in renewable energy and associated industry,
manufacturing and other areas
Active support for industries and communities currently dependent on fossil fuels to
transition into new jobs and other sustainable sources of income
Equitable access to reliable, affordable renewable energy for all Australians

References
1 Uniting Church in Australia. For the Whole Creation. Proposal 66 presented at the Fifteenth Assembly,
2018.
2 Uniting Church in Australia. Basis of Union (1992 edition) in Constitution and Regulations Uniting
Church Assembly, 2018, p 22
3 Uniting Church in Australia. Our Vision for a Just Australia. UCA, 2020
4 Uniting Church in Australia. The Rights of nature and the Rights of Future Generations. Resolution
91.14.18 at the Sixth Assembly, 1991
5 Uniting Church in Australia. For a World Reconciled: Justice Statements from the Uniting Church in
Australia 1977-2015, C Coghill & E Poulos (Eds) For the Sake of the Planet, UCA Assembly, 2016
6 Climate Council. Aim High, Go Fast: Why emissions need to plummet this decade. Climate Council
2021
7 Jurgen Moltmann, cited in John Polkinghorne, The God of Hope and the end of the World. Yale
University Press, 2003
8 Ross Garnaut. Super-power: Australia’s low carbon opportunity. La Trobe University Press, 2019
9 Uniting Church in Australia. #Build Back Better: A Just Recovery Post-COVID-19. UCA Assembly, 2020
10 Uniting Church in Australia. National Climate Action Plan. UCA Assembly, 2020
11 Australian Religious Response to Climate Change, Global Year of Action, What we’re calling for.
Available at: https://www.arrcc.org.au/global
12Synod Climate Action Strategy: Proposal to Synod (NSW.ACT) 2019. Appendix 2: The scientific
rationale for more decisive action. 2019. (The figure of 65% emissions reduction was proposed as “a
morally responsible, scientifically credible, national emission target.”)
13 Synod Climate Action Strategy: Proposal to Synod (NSW.ACT) 2019. Attachment 1: What the
proposed climate action strategy will include. 2019
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COP 26: What was decided?
What was Australia's role
and how are we perceived?
There has been a huge amount of reporting on the proceedings and outcomes of the
Uniting Nations Climate Conference (COP 26), held in Glasgow in the first two weeks of
November. Many Uniting Church members are vitally interested in the proceedings. But
the sheer volume of reportage can be a bit overwhelming and hard to interpret.
Some media has helpfully summarised the main outcomes of COP 26 and the Uniting
Advocacy team has drawn from this to provide this brief outline of COP 26 results, the
role Australia played and how this was perceived.

MAJOR COP GOALS
Keeping 1.5 alive
Overall agreement is not enough to put the world on a path to holding global warming
to 1.5 degrees above pre-industrial levels, but with increased commitments to increase
emissions this decade, hope of that goal is still alive.
Analysis by Climate Action Tracker shows that even with all the new 2030 pledges a
global temperature rise of 2.4 degrees is a real possibility.

Emphasis on action by 2030
Action by 2030 was a key theme of COP 26. As part of the final Glasgow Climate Pact,
all countries are urged to “revisit and strengthen” 2030 targets before COP 27 in Egypt
next year. The Australian Government has already ruled this out. The Prime Minister has
said what matters is action rather than promises, and that, “I’ve been very clear about
what our target is and that we’ll meet and beat it.” Currently our 2030 emissions
targets are the weakest among developed nations.
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"Phase down" of coal
COP 26 failed to commit to the elimination of coal as hoped by some.
Countries have agreed on “accelerating efforts towards the phase-down of unabated
coal power and inefficient fossil fuel subsidies”. On one hand this is the first explicit
mention of coal in 26 years of COP declarations and decisions. On the other the words
“unabated”, “inefficient” and “phase-down”, can be viewed as ‘get out of jail free’ cards
for some fossil-fuel consuming and exporting countries, including Australia.
Fierce lobbying by China and India saw the language about coal changed in the final
communique from ‘phased-out” to the much weaker, “phased-down”.
Only a day after the final Glasgow communique the Australian Prime Minister has
disputed claims from the British Prime Minister that the Glasgow agreement had
sounded the “death knell for coal”. Scott Morrison was quoted by ABC News as saying:
"I don't believe it did, and for all of those who are working in that industry in Australia,
they'll continue to be working in that industry for decades to come."

Financial support for developing nations
COP 26 could not reach agreement to create a financial mechanism for wealthy nations
to compensate developing nations for loss and damage caused by climate change.
Though expressing support for the intent, the EU, UK and US could not support this
mechanism and instead COP 26 agreed to establish a new ‘dialogue’ on the issue.
Wealthy countries again failed to secure $100 billion in finance to help developing
nations green their economies. This was promised in 2010 but never delivered. The COP
communique noted this failure “with deep regret” and urged developed countries to
fully deliver on the funds as soon as possible and by 2025

OTHER DEALS AND PLEDGES
More than 130 nations, including Australia and forestry giants Brazil and Indonesia,
pledged to end deforestation by 2030 and promised up to $26 billion in public and
private money to support this. Later, both Brazil and Indonesia reneged, Brazil
saying it applied only to ‘illegal’ logging and Indonesia that it would not sacrifice
economic growth to protect forests.
More than 100 countries, including the US, Japan and Canada pledged to reduce
methane levels to 30% below 2020 levels by 2030. Australia did not sign.
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Just 32 nations signed a pledge to stop selling petrol and diesel vehicles by 2040 at
the latest. Major car manufacturers like China, the US, Germany and France did
not sign.
A joint announcement - The US-China Joint Glasgow Declaration on Enhancing
Climate Action in the 2020s – caught many by surprise. While it is light on detail its
signal that the world’s two biggest emitters are willing to work together on near
term action (2020s is mentioned 8 times in the declaration) to avert climate
catastrophe, is important.
23 countries pledged to stop building and issuing permits for new coal plants.
These included major coal users like Poland, Indonesia, South Korea, Vietnam and
Ukraine. Australia, China and the US were among the nations that did not sign.
Global finance firms managing $130 trillion joined a net zero pledge known as the
Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net Zero. This signals that availability of finance is
not an impediment to climate action.

AUSTRALIA'S ROLE
COP 26 has reinforced the perception of Australia as a climate laggard. Our reluctance
to update our emissions targets means we are out of step on climate with traditional
friends and allies. At COP we were seen as part of a tacit alliance with other fossil fuel
export nations like Brazil, Saudi Arabia, and Russia. These nations were perceived as
trying to slow, rather than accelerate, the transition from fossil fuels. The fact that
Australia’s pavilion at COP 26 boasted a prominent display by Santos, one of our largest
gas and oil companies, did nothing to dispel this perception.

Articles we drew from preparing this summary
O’Malley, N & Shields, B. November 14, 2021. The Glasgow summit’s final agreement: what you
need to know. Sydney Morning Herald. Available at:
https://www.smh.com.au/world/europe/the-glasgow-summit-s-final-agreement-what-youneed-to-know-20211112-p598ih.html
Hughes, L. & Morgan, W. Good COP, bad COP: Climate winds and losses from Glasgow. Sydney
Morning Herald. Available at: https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/good-cop-bad-copclimate-wins-and-losses-from-glasgow-20211114-p598rq.html
Clarke, M. November 15, 2021. COP26 agreement to phase down coal not “a death knell’ for
coal power says PM, disputing Boris Johnson. ABC News. Available at:
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-11-15/cop26-phase-down-coal-agreement-not-end-ofindustry-says-pm/100621242
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Comments on Australia's
Long-Term Emissions
Reduction Plan
These notes summarise some of the news commentary on Australia’s Long-Term
Emissions Reduction plan, particularly those reports that cite recognised experts.
While recognising positive aspects of the plan, the comments focus primarily on
shortcomings of the plan and the gap between what is proposed and what is required
for a successful transition to a decarbonised world. Some brief implications for the
main asks of the meetings with MPs as part of the Climate Conversation initiative, are
noted.

MAIN THEMES REGARDING AUSTRALIA'S LONG-TERM
EMISSIONS REDUCTION PLAN
The Federal Government’s commitment to net zero by 2050 is positive
The Government’s commitment to net zero was seen as a very positive step (though
not sufficient in its own right). It was also seen as a turning point in the seemingly
intractable political debate on climate in this country.
The Federal Government Commitment
“….is a major breakthrough in Australia’s climate wars and should be warmly welcomed” [1]
“For Australia, we’ve changed our position quite a bit….The commitment to net zero by
2050 is significant. It means we can no longer retreat into climate denial” [2]
Australia finally has a net zero target. Even without it being legislated it matters as a signal.
It will effectively be bi-partisan, a rare and valuable thing in Australia’s climate history [3]

The government’s commitment to low cost and low emission technologies was
affirmed
Some form of technology accounts for 70% of the proposed emissions reduction under
the plan, though details are lacking. This includes 40% of projected emissions resulting
from the government’s technology investment roadmap and 15% each stemming from,
“global technology trends” and “further technology breakthroughs”
“The long-term emissions reduction plan announced today is a solid update on the
government’s commitment to developing low-cost, low-emission technologies.” Tony
Wood, Head of Energy Policy at the Grattan Institute [1]

Your NFP Name | SDG Progress Report 2020
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However, the plan relies too heavily on unproven technologies and fails to fully
support and encourage proven technologies such as wind and solar
Commentators criticised the plan for relying on unproven technology (in terms of cost
and effectiveness) or technology that has not been developed yet. They saw the plan as
overly optimistic or as overstating the emissions reductions that technology could
achieve (e.g. underestimating the cost of carbon offsets and overestimating how much
carbon could be sequestered in soils on farmland).
Some noted the technical challenges and costs associated with carbon capture and
storage and others argued that CCS had not worked at scale anywhere in the world,
despite decades of research and investment. Collectively, these concerns detract from
the plan’s credibility.
In addition, many commentators were critical of a lack of focus and policy support for
existing proven technologies (wind and solar power, electric vehicles, electrifying
industry etc.)
“It assumes technological innovation will take Australia most of the way to net zero. …But
much of the technology we need already exists” [4] (Frank Jotzo, Professor of
Environmental Economics, ANU)
“While we wait for the technological breakthroughs Morrison’s modelling assumes will
come, we should get on with applying the technology we already have” [5] (Ross Gittins,
Economics Editor SMH)
“ Innovation will make known technologies cheaper and better and in some areas new
technologies are needed. But the majority of the journey can be accomplished with
technologies we have now” [3]
Regarding technology Tony Woods , Head of Energy Policy at the Grattan Institute
concluded, “technology development is a key part of emissions reduction but it cannot
stand alone.” He argues we need clear polices and supportive regulation to drive what we
already know is effective plus the investments to resource that transition [1]

One of the policies seen as essential by expert commentators, despite its toxic history in
Australian politics in the last 15 years, was a price on carbon. Some form of carbon
pricing is operating in part of the US and much of Europe. Economists have consistently
cited it as the most effective and fair means of reducing emissions across businesses
and the whole economy.
“ A carbon price is a key part of a sensible policy mix. Carbon pricing is the most cost
effective mechanism to shift to low emissions production” [4]
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Interestingly, high profile Australian businessman Andrew Liveris is leading a new push
for a price on carbon arguing that is an essential way to reduce global emissions. Liveris,
who was the co-architect of the Federal Government gas-led recovery plans, has held
talks with US Climate Envoy, John Kerry on how the world should design and
implement carbon pricing regimes. He stated,
“Pretty much everyone in the business community has realised that the best way to make
the most of the proclamations and progress here in Glasgow is to align behind a common
way to price carbon, AKA an emissions trading scheme.” [6]

It does not provide a coherent strategy or policies for a de-carbonised economy
Many commentators noted the absence of clear policies within the plan. Others
highlighted the lack of supportive legislation, regulation, targets and investment
necessary to make the economic and social transition to net zero, actually achievable.
The Grattan Institute’s Tony Woods, argued that relying on technological innovation
alone to secure the needed emission reductions, especially when steep cuts are delayed
to after the 2030s, was “a highly questionable strategy.” [1]
Climate Analytics chief executive Bill Hare said, “We can’t just wait for technology to
evolve and do this for us, we have to create the policy frameworks.” [7] Ross Garnaut,
an eminent economist and author of Australia first climate policy blueprint (in (2008),
also argues the government plan lacks a coherent strategy to reach its goal. He states
the government technology investment roadmap is “about the technologies needed to
get us there but has no engine to move us”. He notes that such movement requires the
government taking stronger earlier steps than those outlined so far [2], which
highlights a major omission in their emission reduction plan.
The plan contains no stronger emissions reduction target for the next decade
The government has not increased its emissions reductions targets made as part of the
Paris agreement, thought it does project Australia will exceed these targets (mainly due
to actions by the states). This lack of action is in stark contrast to most of our major
trading partners, with the exception of China. Many commentators lament a perceived
lack of urgency in the plan.
“Allies and neighbours are looking at what can be done in the next few years. Australia’s
gaze is fixed on the far horizon of the middle of this century” [8]
“The road map emphasises the role of yet unproven technologies in the future, instead of
policies that could drive them down at once” [9]

Some commentators see this as irresponsible [10] or as what could be regarded
cynically as “kicking the can down the road” [4].
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Richie Merzian, once a government climate negotiator and now Director of Climate and Energy
at the Australia Institute, lamented “Australia has refused to do the one thing asked of it in
Glasgow, which is to increase its short term target." [10]
Others note the plan affirms the continuing role of coal and gas. Lesley Hughes of the Climate
Council observes the plan “is completely silent on the fact that we must transition out of
mining, exporting and burning gas and coal.” [7]
Others see an explicit connection between the lack of expanded near term targets, a reliance on
technology and the government’s position on fossil fuels. In an email from COP 26 to Climate
Action Network of Australia members, Executive Director Julie-Anne Richards wrote:
“Australia wins a fossil of the day on the first day of COP. For showing up to COP and
shamelessly spruiking coal and gas exports, for having approved three new coal projects in
the last months, for bringing to COP no new 2030 target, no new plans or policies to reduce
emissions or phase out fossil fuels, having ruled out signing the Global Methane Pledge, and
with a net zero plan engineered to delay meaningful action until after 2030 and prolong the
life of the fossil industry. Australia, we’ve come to expect some unconscionable behaviour
from you on climate change but this time you’ve truly outdone yourself.” [11]

Similarly, Ross Gittins argues that “Scott Morrison’s climate plan is counting on a
sudden, flowering of technology that allows us to go on selling fossil fuel to the
world…” [12]
The plan fails to take full account of changes in the global environment.
The Government’s plan states that “It will not shut down coal or gas production or
exports” and “It will not cost jobs in farming, mining or gas.” And again, “Carbon
capture and storage will mean clean Australian resources can keep meeting global
demand for decades to come”.
Climate experts and business leaders note that these promises fail to take account of
changes already underway in the global economy. There are factors outside of
Australia’s control that will impact the amount of capital we attract and the level of
demand for our exports [5]. Most of Australia’s major trading partners have committed
to both net zero by 2050 and stronger near-term emissions reduction targets. This has
implications for our coal and gas exports.
“Korea is one of our biggest coal customers and they have just declared they’re going for
another 40% reduction in the amount of coal they are going to consume by 2030. So almost
all of our major customers in coal and oil and gas has some plan over the next 10, 20, 30
years to eliminate that fuel source.” (Mike Cannon Brookes- Co founder Atlassian) [13]
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In addition the government is fully aware of discussions on carbon border tariffs in the
European Union and other places. COP 26 saw an agreement between the EU and the
United States to favour low carbon imports. This would increase cost for emissions
producing exports from countries not seen to be pulling their weight in emissions
reductions.Commenting on the implications for Australia, Ross Garnaut states, “We will
face choices – inclusion or exclusion from trading arrangements.”[2]
Ross Gittins, Economics Editor at the SMH is blunt in his assessment of the impacts and
the governments response.
“You’ve heard that the Plan ‘will not cost jobs, not in farming, mining or gas’. But the actual
promise says that ‘not one job will be lost as a result of the government’s actions or policies
under the Plan’ Get it? Jobs will be lost, but we’ve set it up so no one will be able to blame
us.” [14]

Note: The Australia Government released it modelling for its plan of Friday November
12. This modelling notes that the value of coal exports will be halved by 2050. It does
not report the number of job losses that will be caused by such a loss of revenue to the
sector.
Finally, commentators are concerned that…
The plan is not fully committed to moving towards a decarbonised world and
capitalising fully on Australia’s natural and other advantages.
The plan states that Australia is well placed to take advantage of new economic
opportunities in a way that builds on our existing strengths. Some commentators see
this as a bet each way, holding on to fossil fuels while taking some steps in expanding
renewable energy initiatives [8]. There is regret and deep frustration at the lack of
purposeful and wholehearted embracing of the opportunities that the transition to
renewables provides.
“We have a country almost designed to benefit most from the renewable boom. And we
have 3 billion consumers nearby who can take our sunlight when we ship it up to Asia. We
absolutely can be a renewable energy superpower. It’s not just the sun and the wind, it’s our
great engineering force, great tradies, great financial resources, all the things we need. That
absolutely should be a change in our economy in a massively positive direction”. Mike
Cannon-Brookes, Atlassian [13].
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Others see this as a precarious moment in our history. They are conscious not just of
the opportunities but also the risk Australia is running by trying to play the game
both ways:
The international opportunity is a very rich one for Australia…..The big question is
whether we will be a full participant. To lay the foundation we have to be seen as a
credible partner. We would be in a better position if we were seen as one of the general
run of developed countries rather than an outlier that’s being reluctant.” Ross Garnaut,
Economist [2].
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Uniting Church Emission
Reduction Initiatives
The Uniting Church’s concern for the environment arises from its belief that God has
created the world and that God’s human creatures have a responsibility to care for it.
Environmental concern has been a feature of the life and mission of the Uniting Church
since its inception. This section outlines some ways that our church is taking action on
emissions reduction consistent with our beliefs and convictions, rather than just asking
others to take action.
Consider sharing one or two of the examples below as part of your conversation with
an MP. Choose examples you think will be of most relevance and interest.

UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA ASSEMBLY
The Uniting Church in Australia Assembly is committing to reducing its carbon footprint
to achieve net zero emissions by 2040. This is part of a new Climate Action Plan
designed to encourage action across the church.
The Action Plan includes steps to cut back greenhouse gas emissions by 5 per cent per
annum. The Action Plan is a response to the 15th Assembly resolution that called upon
the church to consider ways to reduce its own contribution to climate change.

SYNOD OF NSW.ACT
In 2019 the Synod adopted Resolution 106/19S on Climate Action.
“That the Synod (I) Develops a Synod-wide Climate Action Strategy to reduce carbon
emissions across all councils and agencies of the Church and to advocate to the Federal,
State Governments and Local Councils to take decisive steps to reduce our emissions
nationally.”
The Synod must also strive to meet the commitment expressed in the Assembly
commitment to achieve net zero emissions by 2040.
What has happened?
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Synod Motor Vehicles Policy – Emissions reduction
This policy addresses the transition to emission free vehicles. The aim is to secure an
emissions free vehicle fleet by 2023. The plan involves the use of voluntary and then
mandated emission abatements on the following timeline:
2020 – 2022
Hybrid vehicles purchased as first option for Uniting fleet vehicles. Currently the
Uniting fleet comprises 955 vehicles
Optional abatement payments of $30 per annum (based on abatement costs of $20 /
tonne and the averages tonnes per vehicle are 1.5 tonnes per year).
2023 - 2026
Competitive emissions free vehicle policy to be made available to whole Synod (the
NSW.ACT Synod fleet has a little over 2000 vehicles)
Mandated abatement payments commence (with penalty rate of 5 x = $150 per
annum) Synod Vehicles are now emissions free.
2027 -2030
Mandated abatement (with penalty rate of 10 x = $300 per annum)
Default vehicle purchase to be emissions free (unless a suitable vehicle is not yet in the
market for particular purposes e.g. rural or utility use)
Note 1: A fully electric vehicle fleet will deliver even more carbon savings when the grid power
charging vehicle batteries is from renewable sources.
Note 2: The speed of the transition to fully electric vehicles will be impacted by government policy
and investment, e.g. in supporting adequate charging infrastructure and financial incentives to
encourage sale and purchase of electric vehicles in the Australian market.

UNITING
Uniting is the community services and advocacy arm of the Synod. It is a leader in
environmental sustainability, particularly within the aged care sector.
Between 2010 and 2020 Uniting reduced its carbon emissions by 23% (through
solar systems, energy efficient lighting and better building design)
Uniting has installed solar panels on more than half current aged care facilities and
is doing so on all new facilities
Uniting has committed to reducing embodied emission in new builds (seeking
energy efficiencies for the life of the building)
The Uniting Executive has endorsed the principle to be net zero by 2040 and has
developed a pathway that includes the following solutions:
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Use of Solar PV and battery storage
Energy efficiency- based on energy audits
Renewable energy purchasing- buying green power
Replacement of gas with electric plant and other technologies
Sustainable procurement- e.g. carbon neutral paper, no plastic cutlery
Sustainable transport – in line with Synod Vehicle policy (see above)
Reducing emissions from waste through lower consumption, recycling
Carbon offsets – purchase carbon offsets to offset remaining emissions
While some steps to implement carbon neutrality are cost neutral to cost positive (e.g.
recycling waste lowers emissions and it is cheaper to dispose of), others, such as
replacing heating/cooling systems in aged care, require significant investment. These
constraints can be reduced by government policies and investment that actively
encourage the transition to carbon neutrality.

SYDNEY CENTRAL COAST PRESBYTERY
Project Flux
In response to the Synod Climate Action Resolution a group from Sydney Central Coast
Presbytery have devised a project for congregations and other church entities to
replace use of electricity from non-renewable sources with renewable electricity.
Project Flux proposes to set up a new charitable institution, Uniting Energy, under the
UCA NSW/ACT Synod umbrella. Uniting Energy will promote the use of renewable
energy by congregations and work towards a carbon neutral church through energy
consumption reduction. The initial focus will be in two areas:
1. To aggregate the SCC Presbytery electricity bills into a single account to improve
purchasing power (lower rates) for Green Energy (reduce carbon emissions)
2. To reduce congregational consumption of bought energy.
Currently each congregation is responsible for sourcing electricity. Most congregations
purchase electricity entirely from utility companies. A few congregations have installed
photovoltaic generation systems to augment the supply they purchase from utility
companies.
Through Uniting Energy, Project Flux will enable congregations to have the option to
purchase 100% ‘green’ electricity, while reducing electricity supply costs and protecting
God’s creation.
The project has been approved by the Presbytery Standing Committee and is now being
considered by Synod Standing Committee. If supported, it is envisaged that Uniting
Energy could encompass the whole of NSW/ACT presbyteries over time.
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YOUR CONGREGATIONAL AND INDIVIDUAL ACTIVITIES
Of course, it may be more relevant to talk about steps your congregation has taken, or
you as an individual have taken, in response to climate change.
For congregations these could include:
Installation of solar panels
Switching to Green power
Installation of energy efficient lighting
Waste and pollution reduction initiatives
Installing water tanks and adopting water use reduction strategies
Involvement in local bush regeneration or other environmental projects
Support for local council renewable energy initiatives (e.g. Cities Power
Partnership).
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