
“ONE DAY WE MAY BE ALL 
GONE | BUT IT SHOULD 

NOT BE TODAY: STANDING 
WITH THE GEOPOLITICAL 

TUAKOI/ NEIGHBOUR” 

Maina Talia

Charles Sturt University
Port Macquarie 



Climate Change related sea –level rise is a 
matter of life and death for us!



* TU - stand  / VALU - eight 
* Gilbert & Ellice Island Colony 

* Independence – 1 Oct 1978 
* Population - 10,640 / 4,000 appox in NZ

* Highest point - 4-5m above sea 

* Total Land area of 26 sq -km 

* Resources
* Internal Migration 

* London Missionary Society / CWM 
arrived in 1865

* 92% of Polulation belongs to Ekalesia
Kelisiano Tuvalu 



The Major 
challenges faced by 
Tuvaluans +

• Drought 
• Food Security vs Food Safety
• Internal / External Displacement 

– Receiving Communities 
• Accessing Finance 
• Human Rights vs Collective 

Rights 
• Sovereignty within Another 

Sovereignty (Nation ex situ)
• Climate Refugee? OR Migration 

with Dignity 



We are not in the same boat



Us always being 
the “Climate 

Footnote”



Disappearance 
& Ownership 

• Question: “whether such a State [like Tuvalu] could continue to exist as a State 
if its total land area is covered by sea or so much of it that it cannot sustain 
sufficient population to have an economic life of its own?

• Our greatest fear has to do with what if Tuvalu disappears. Who will have 
ownership of this Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)? 

• There is no international law that exists to provide sufficient answers when an 
island is completely submerged. (Tuvalu Resolution to the UN…..)

• We are fighting and we are drowning 



NOAH AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

A deep theological problem



•Where are you God?
•What have we done 
wrong to make you 
angry with us?



People + Land+ 
Ocean+God = Life

Non-Economic loss & Damage



Please don’t leave us behind



THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH – EKT THEOLOGICAL 
STATEMENT 

We are also wary of the capitalist wisdom which now proposes a new agenda 
of “fixing the environment”. 

We are wary of the impacts of sustainability proposals such as planting trees, 
changing light bulbs, tapping renewable energy sources and the likes. Are they 
aimed as protecting earth or safeguarding the prevailing exploitative economic 
model? 

We are wary of the idea that the created earth is a fixable object for humans. 
We reject this capitalist deception. We believe that the rising of the sea level 
and the other threats is a clear indication that humankind has departed from 
the creator God and the covenant made with Noah and all the creations.



WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE TUAKOI (NEIGHBOUR) IN THE CONTEXT OF 
GEO-POLITICS AND CLIMATE CHANGE

The Story of the Good Samaritan 



So I can imagine that the first question 
which the Priest and the Levite asked 
was: “If I stop to help this man, what 

will happen to me? 

Then the good Samaritan came by, 
and by the very nature of his concern 

reversed the question: “If I do not stop 
to help this man, what will happen to 

him?

What will happen to Tuvalu?

Martin Luther Jr



“If you are neutral in situations of 

injustice, you have chosen the side of the 

oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on 

the tail of a mouse and you say that you 

are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate 

your neutrality.” Desmond Tutu

Neutrality vs The Climate game of silent 



• TALK TO YOUR POLITICIANS

GOD must be tired of our prayers: 
He is praying for us to ACT NOW


